
Name Class Date

CHAPTER SUMMARY

CAUSE EFFECT

Economic growth in Europe Search for new trade routes to 
___________ and ______________

Search for trade routes Discovery of 
__________________________

Spanish conquest in Americas Large empire and 
__________________________

Religious conflicts between 
Catholics and Protestants

Civil wars and war between 
___________ and __________

COMPREHENSION AND CRITICAL THINKING

 1. Identify Cause and Effect To which continents did Europeans seek new trade 

routes in the 1400s? What was discovered as a result?

 2. Identify Cause and Effect How did the Spanish conquests help Spain grow rich?

 3. Make Inferences How do you think religious conflicts affected Spanish colonies? 

Early Exploration and Settlement 
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HISTORY–SOCIAL SCIENCE STANDARDS
HSS 7.7 Students compare and contrast the geographic, political, economic, reli-
gious, and social structures of the Mesoamerican and Andean civilizations.
HSS 7.11 Students analyze political and economic change in the sixteenth, seven-
teenth, and eighteenth centuries (the Age of Exploration, the Enlightenment, and 
the Age of Reason).
HSS Analysis Skill 
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Early Exploration and Settlement 

Section 1

Key Terms and People

Paleo-Indians the first Americans

migration a movement of people from one region to another

hunter-gatherers people who lived by hunting animals and gathering wild plants

environments climates and landscapes that surround living things

societies groups that share a common culture

culture a set of common values and traditions

totems ancestor or animal spirits

Iroquois League a political confederation made up of the Cayuga, Mohawk, Oneida, 
Onondaga, and Seneca peoples

Section Summary
THE FIRST MIGRATION TO THE AMERICAS
During the Ice Age, large amounts of water were 

frozen in huge glaciers. Ocean levels dropped, and 

a land bridge appeared between northeastern Asia 

and present-day Alaska. It is called the Bering Land 

Bridge. Artifacts show that Paleo-Indians moved 

into Alaska in a migration between 38,000 BC and 

10,000 BC. Paleo-Indians were hunter-gatherers. 
The Ice Age ended about 8000 BC. Glaciers melted, 

so ocean levels rose. Water covered the Bering 

Land Bridge. Environments grew warmer. Herds 

of buffalo and deer flourished and were hunted by 

Native Americans. As environments changed, Native 

Americans began to domesticate wild plants and 

animals. Changing environments led to changing 

societies. Societies shared common cultures.

Why might herds have flourished 
in warm weather?

MAIN IDEAS
 1. Climate changes allowed people to 

migrate to the Americas.

 2. Early societies existed in Mesoamerica 
and North America.

 3. The environment influenced Native 
American cultures in North America.
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Why did the Bering Land Bridge 
appear?

 HSS 7.7
Students compare and con-

trast the geographic, politi-

cal, economic, religious, and 

social structures of the 

Mesoamerican and Andean 

Civilizations.



Name Class Date

MESOAMERICAN AND NORTH AMERICAN SOCIETIES
The Olmec thrived on the Gulf Coast of Mexico 

from 1200 to 4000 BC. They devised number and 

calendar systems and a method of writing. The 

Maya flourished in southeastern Mesoamerica from 

about AD 300 to AD 900. They built large stone 

palaces and temples. Aztecs invaded the central val-

ley of Mexico about AD 1200. They conquered their 

neighbors to forge a big empire. North America had 

several farming cultures.

CULTURAL AREAS IN NORTH AMERICA
Culture areas, or geographic locations that influ-

ence societies, are used to describe ancient Native 

American peoples. The Aleut and Inuit of the Arctic 

fished and hunted large mammals. The Subarctic 

peoples hunted the caribou. Peoples of the 

Northwest carved totems. Most Native Americans 

in the California region lived in small groups. 

Native Americans in the dry West and Southwest 

of present-day United States fished for salmon if 

they lived near rivers. Many moved often in search 

of food. The Pueblo irrigated land to grow corn. 

Native Americans on the Great Plains hunted buffa-

lo and other game that grazed in herds. In the East, 

the Algonquian and Iroquois peoples hunted and 

gathered plants to survive. The Iroquois put togeth-

er the Iroquois League. The League waged war and 

made peace with non-Iroquois peoples. Women 

chose the male members of the League council and 

could overrule council decisions.

CHALLENGE ACTIVITY
Critical Thinking: Drawing Inferences Imagine you are a Paleo-Indian 

who is crossing the Bering Land Bridge into Alaska. Write a journal 

entry that describes how you feel. HSS Analysis Skills HI 1, HI 4

Section 1, continued
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Why would Native Americans in 
the West and Southwest move 
often to find food?

What systems did the Olmec 
devise?

What powers did Iroquois League 
women have?
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Early Exploration and Settlement 

Key Terms and People

capital money or property that is used to earn more money

joint-stock companies businesses in which a group of people invests together

Christopher Columbus a sailor from Genoa, Italy

Ferdinand Magellan a Portuguese sea captain

Northwest Passage a path through North America that would allow ships to sail from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific

Columbian Exchange the transfer of plants, animals, and diseases from the “Old 
World” of Asia, Africa, and Europe to the “New World” of the Americas and from 
the Americas to Asia, Africa, and Europe

Section Summary
THE EUROPEAN ECONOMY GROWS
In Europe in the 1200s, the Commercial Revolution 

had changed the ways people carried on business.

Then, in the 1300s, Europeans an epidemic called 

the Black Death, which killed millions of people. 

The European economy recovered. People raised or 

lowered prices to earn more. Farmers rented land 

to raise crops to sell for profit. Venice and other cit-

ies became rich trading centers. A class of wealthy 

people sprang up. Merchant families wanted capi-
tal. Merchants founded joint-stock companies that 

raised money while lowering personal risk.

TRADE WITH AFRICA AND ASIA
The biggest profits rose from trade with Africa 

and Asia. Overland trade made goods expensive. 

European merchants sought sea routes to Africa and 

Section 2

MAIN IDEAS
 1. Economic changes in Europe led to the 

discovery of new trade routes.

 2. Christopher Columbus and other explor-
ers discovered new continents.

 3. The Columbian Exchange affected the 
Americas and Europe.

 HSS 7.11
Students analyze political 

and economic change in 

the sixteenth, seventeenth, 

and eighteenth centuries 

(the Age of Exploration, the 

Enlightenment, and the Age 

of Reason). 

Underline the sentence that 
explains why Europeans wanted to 
cross the Atlantic.

How did people change the ways 
they did business in the 1200s?

What was an advantage of joint-
stock companies?
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Section 2, continued

Asia. Europeans wanted to cross the Atlantic to dis-

cover new trade routes. 

PORTUGUESE EXPLORATIONS
Portugal led exploration in the early 1400s. Explorer 

Vasco da Gama left Lisbon and journeyed around 

the Cape of Good Hope, arriving in India and 

establishing the first trade route to that country.

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS
Christopher Columbus persuaded the Spanish 

king and queen to pay for his three ships to travel 

to North America. His ships landed in the Bahamas 

and found the Taino. He called them Indians.

OTHER EXPLORERS SET SAIL
An explorer called John Cabot landed in North 

America. Amerigo Vespucci reached present-day 

South America, and a mapmaker labeled the con-

tinents across the ocean America in his honor. 

Ferdinand Magellan found the western route to 

Asia. Europeans realized Columbus had not discov-

ered a sea route to Asia.

THE SEARCH FOR A NORTHWEST PASSAGE
European nations looked to North America to find 

a Northwest Passage. None was found, but explora-

tions led to more interest in North America.

THE COLUMBIAN EXCHANGE
The Columbian Exchange made a huge differ-

ence in the world. Many of the changes were good. 

Other results, such as introducing deadly diseases to 

Native Americans, were bad.

CHALLENGE ACTIVITY
Critical Thinking: Elaborating You are the sailor on Columbus’s first 

voyage who first sighted land after the long trip. Write a short poem 

about the moment you saw land. What emotions were you feeling? 

HSS Analysis Skills HR 2, HI 1, HI 3

Why was America given its name?

Name one bad result from the 
Columbian Exchange.
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Early Exploration and Settlement 

Section 3

Key Terms and People

conquistadors Spanish soldiers who led military expeditions in the Americas

Hernán Cortés a conquistador sent by the governor of Cuba to present-day Mexico

Moctezuma II king of a wealthy land in present-day Mexico

Francisco Pizarro a conquistador who landed with a small army on the coast of pres-
ent-day Peru

borderlands a region including northern Mexico, Florida, and parts of present-day 
Arizona, California, New Mexico, and Texas

encomienda system a system that gave settlers the right to tax local American Indians 
or to make them work

Bartolomé de las Casas a priest who defended American Indians’ rights

plantations large farms that grew just one kind of crop and made huge profits for 
their owners

Section Summary
SPANISH EXPLORATION OF THE AMERICAS
Hernán Cortés led conquistadors to present-day 

Mexico in 1519. He heard of land to the west ruled 

by Moctezuma II, king of the Aztec Empire. The 

Aztec ruled several million people and had developed 

a rich civilization. Cortés had only 500 soldiers, a few 

horses and guns compared with thousands of Aztec 

warriors. Aztecs had never seen horses and were 

afraid. Cortés’s weapons also gave him an advantage. 

Cortés imprisoned Moctezuma, although the king 

was friendly with the Spanish. The Aztec revolted. 

Thousands of troops from other American Indian 

groups helped Cortés conquer the Aztecs, as did dis-

eases that the Spanish brought to Mexico. Francisco 
Pizarro heard talk of golden cities in South America’s 

What advantage did the Spanish 
have over the Aztec?

MAIN IDEAS
 1. Spanish armies explored and conquered 

much of the Americas.

 2. Spain used a variety of ways to govern its 
empire in the Americas.
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Why might Cortés have wanted to 
conquer the Aztec?

Why did Pizarro first enter the 
Inca Empire?

 HSS 7.7
Students compare and con-

trast the geographic, politi-

cal, economic, religious, and 

social structures of the 

Mesoamerican and Andean 

civilizations.



Name Class Date

Andes mountains. With his army, he marched into 

the Inca Empire and kidnapped the Inca ruler. The 

Inca paid 13,000 pounds of gold and 26,000 pounds 

of silver. Pizarro killed their ruler anyway. He allied 

himself with rebel Incas and conquered the empire 

by 1534. Other Spanish explorers claimed other areas, 

including Florida and the Pacific coast of North 

America, for Spain.

THE SPANISH EMPIRE
Spain became rich from its American colonies. 

From 1503 to 1660, Spanish fleets transported 200 

tons of gold and 18,600 tons of silver from the 

American empire to Spain. Food for the Spanish 

empire came from Peru and Mexico. A system of 

royal officials enabled Spain to rule its huge empire. 

The Spanish had three types of settlements in New 

Spain. These played economic, religious, or military 

roles. Pueblos were trading posts and sometimes gov-

ernment centers. Priests started missions to convert 

American Indians to Catholicism. The Spanish con-

structed presidios, or military bases. Most Spanish 

colonists lived where they could gain wealth. Few 

lived in the borderlands. To link its communities, 

Spain built “the Royal Road,” or El Camino Real. 

Among the last borderlands settled by the Spanish 

was California. To pay back settlers for their work, 

Spain established the encomienda system. The priest 

Bartolomé de las Casas  spoke out against this sys-

tem. Many American Indians died of disease and 

exhaustion, so in 1501 the Spanish began bringing 

enslaved Africans to work on plantations in New 

Spain.

CHALLENGE ACTIVITY
Critical Thinking: Identifying Cause and Effect Make a chart show ing 

the causes and effects of Spain’s conquests in the Americas. 

HSS Analysis Skills CS 2, HI 1

Section 3, continued
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Why might de las Casas have spo-
ken out against the encomienda 
system?

Underline the sentence that 
explains the roles that Spain’s dif-
ferent kinds of settlements played.
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Early Exploration and Settlement 

Section 4

Key Terms and People

Protestant Reformation a religious movement that began as an effort to reform the 
Catholic Church

Protestants the reformers who protested the Catholic Church’s practices

printing press an invention that helped spread the ideas of the Reformation

Spanish Armada a huge fleet of about 130 ships and 30,000 sailors

inflation a rise in the amount of money in use and in the price of goods

charter a document giving permission to start a colony

Section Summary
THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION
In 1517 a priest named Martin Luther launched 

the Protestant Reformation. His followers were 

called Protestants. Luther said the Catholic Church 

was too rich and abused its powers. The print-
ing press helped spread Protestant ideas because 

large numbers of Bibles could be printed. More 

people could read the Bible on their own instead of 

depending on priests to explain it. Often conflicts 

between Catholics and Protestants caused civil war 

in Europe. In the late 1500s French Catholics fought 

French Protestants, known as Huguenots. Many 

Huguenots traveled to the Americas for religious 

freedom. In 1534 King Henry VIII established the 

Church of England, or Anglican Church. This was a 

Protestant church that still had many Catholic cer-

emonies, such as mass. Henry declared himself head 

of the church.

How did the printing press help 
spread Protestant ideas?

MAIN IDEAS
 1. Religious and political events in Europe 

affected the exploration of the Americas.

 2. War between England and Spain affected 
settlement of North America.

 3. The French, Dutch, and Swedish also tried 
to settle North America.
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What were French Protestants 
called?

 HSS 7.11
Students analyze political 

and economic change in 

the sixteenth, seventeenth, 

and eighteenth centuries 

(the Age of Exploration, the 

Enlightenment, and the Age 

of Reason).
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CONFLICT BETWEEN SPAIN AND ENGLAND
King Philip II of Spain, a Catholic ruler, put togeth-

er a large fleet called the Spanish Armada to defeat 

the Protestant nation of England. England had 

fewer than 40 ships, but they were small and quick. 

In July, 1588, the English navy defeated the Armada. 

The defeat surprised the Spanish, whose economy 

was in trouble because of inflation.

THE FRENCH EMPIRE
In the late 1600s the French branched out from 

the Great Lakes region. Louis Joliet and missionary 

Jacques Marquette reached the Mississippi. René-

Robert de La Salle followed the river to the Gulf of 

Mexico and claimed the territory for France. France 

built small outposts throughout New France, trad-

ing for fur and allying itself with Native Americans.

NEW NETHERLAND AND NEW SWEDEN
The Dutch claimed land between the Delaware 

and Hudson Rivers and founded the town of New 

Amsterdam on Manhattan Island. Swedish settlers 

started New Sweden along the Delaware River. Peter 

Stuyvesant, governor of New Netherland, conquered 

New Sweden in 1655.

ENGLISH SETTLEMENT
In the late 1500s Sir Walter Raleigh received a char-
ter to found a colony in present-day Virginia. The 

first colonists did not stay, but he sent more colo-

nists. Those colonists disappeared. No one knows 

what happened to them.

CHALLENGE ACTIVITY
Critical Thinking: Summarizing Write a bulleted list summarizing the 

early settlements of present-day North America. HSS Analysis Skills 
CS 2, HI 1

Section 4, continued
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Why might English colonists have 
disappeared?

What helped England’s navy 
defeat the Spanish Armada?

Describe the relationship between 
France and Native Americans.




