
Name_______________ Period _____ 
 

Making Words 
 
Directions: Unscramble the strip of letters at the bottom of the page. Try to move the 
letters around to make 3-letter words. How many words can you make? Write them in the 
box. Can you make any four-letter words? Five-letter words? Can you make any other 
words? Can you guess the SECRET WORD all these letters make? 
 

Three-letter Words: 
 
 
 
 

Four-Letter Words: 
 
 
 

Five-letter Words: 
 
 
 
 

Other words: 

Students: total up how many words you have… you must have at least 25 words!  
 

Do you know the secret word? 
  

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __     __ __ __ 
 

Unscramble these letters: 
 

A A A I I O U U Y D G N N R T 
 

Clue: When the newly elected President of the United States takes the oath of 
office on January 20th , it is known as…  

Total words 

Weekend  
Due Mon. 1/23 & Tues. 1/24 
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Name: WEEK 20

DAY 1Author’s Purpose

READ THE PASSAGE  As you read, think about the author’s reasons for writing the passage.

Abigail Adams, America’s Founding Mother
Though people often speak of America’s many Founding Fathers, such as Thomas Jefferson, George 

Washington, and Benjamin Franklin, there is only one woman who deserves the title of Founding Mother. 

Abigail Adams, the wife of President John Adams, was more than just a First Lady. She was a powerful 

woman who has earned an important place in American history.

Adams held strong views about the equality of the sexes, believing that women should be given the 

same educational opportunities as men. She also believed in racial equality and thought slavery was evil. 

Adams shared her then-controversial views on these topics with the press and in letters to many powerful 

people, but her most famous writing is contained in the personal correspondence she kept with her 

husband. These letters, published after her death, showcase her remarkable mind and spirit.

Adams wrote her most famous letter regarding women’s rights in 1776, when her husband was working 

hard at the Second Continental Congress to convince other leaders to declare independence from England. 

Arguing that men should not have too much power over women in the new system of government, Adams 

wrote: “I long to hear that you have declared an independency. And, by the way, in the new code of laws 

which I suppose it will be necessary for you to make, I desire you would remember the ladies and be more 

generous and favorable to them than your ancestors. Do not put such unlimited power into the hands of the 

husbands. Remember, all men would be tyrants if they could.” We would all do well to remember this 

extraordinary lady, the Founding Mother of equal liberty for all. 

SKILL PRACTICE  Read each question. Fill in the bubble next to the correct answer.

 1. What is the author’s main purpose in the passage?
A to entertain readers with a funny story about 

Abigail Adams

B to explain Abigail Adams’s importance  
in history

C to teach readers how to think like  
Abigail Adams

D to inform readers about Abigail Adams’s  
early life

 2. Why does the author mention Adams’s letters?
A to explain how she influenced others

B to describe how she spent her time

C to persuade readers to write letters

D to show that she was educated

 3. The author most likely includes the quotation in 
the last paragraph to .
A show how bitter and angry Adams was

B indicate why Adams was less important than 
her husband

C prove that Adams communicated in letters

D give an example of Adams’s powerful writing 
and thinking

 4. The author calls Adams “the Founding Mother of 
equal liberty for all” because Adams .
A participated in the Second Continental 

Congress

B was the wife of a Founding Father

C believed in equality and freedom for women 
and slaves

D helped write the Declaration of Independence

STRATEGY PRACTICE  Use information from the passage to write one sentence that describes Abigail Adams.
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