
Name___________________ Period_____ 
 

Making Words 
 
Directions: Unscramble the strip of letters at the bottom of the page. Try to move the 
letters around to make 3-letter words. How many words can you make? Write them in the 
box. Can you make any four-letter words? Five-letter words? Can you make any other 
words? Can you guess the SECRET WORD(S) all these letters make? 
 

Three-letter Words: 
 
 
 
 

Four-Letter Words: 
 
 
 

Five-letter Words: 
 
 
 
 

Other words: 

Students: total up how many words you have… you must have at least 25 words! 
  

Do you know the secret word?  
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  

 

Unscramble these letters: 
 

A E E I O G G N R S T 
 
Clue: On Monday we honor MLK who fought against this, as did Rosa Parks… 

Weekend 
Due Tues. 1/17 & Wed. 1/18 

 

Total words 
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Name: WEEK 9

DAY 5
Compare and Contrast 

Make Inferences

READ THE PASSAGE   Look for the details describing what Fannie Lou Hamer did that set her apart
from others.

Crusader for Civil Rights 

Fannie Lou Townsend was born in 1917 in Mississippi, the youngest of twenty children. She and her 

family were sharecroppers, moving from place to place to pick crops. Townsend toiled in the fields from the 

age of six. Her family was poor, and she often went hungry. But unlike most children of sharecroppers, 

Townsend went to school whenever she could, and after finishing sixth grade, she continued to study  

on her own.

Townsend married Perry Hamer in 1944 and worked hard just to try to get by. Then, in 1962, she 

attended a meeting that changed her life. The meeting was held by the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 

Committee (SNCC). Like other groups, such as the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), the 

SNCC used nonviolent means to try to end segregation in the South. One of their aims was to register 

African Americans to vote. At the time, Fannie Lou didn’t realize African Americans had a constitutional right 

to vote. When she later went to register, she and others were jailed and beaten. She lost her job as a result 

and continued to be threatened with violence. 

Fannie Lou Hamer went on to work for the SNCC to help other African Americans register to vote. She 

was a founder of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party and spoke on television about the terrible 

effects of segregation. She was beaten and shot at over the years for her efforts, but she never gave up. 

Until her death in 1977, Fannie Lou struggled to help the poor and needy in her community and worked in 

politics to end discrimination.

SKILL PRACTICE   Read each question. Fill in the bubble next to the correct answer.

 1.  How was Fannie Lou Townsend different from 
most sharecroppers’ children?
  She grew up in Mississippi.
  She went to school.
  She did not work in the fields.
  She had enough to eat.

 2.  Why might the SNCC meeting have changed 
Fannie Lou’s life?
  She made new friends there.
  She learned how to make more money.
  She met her future husband there.
  She learned about fighting segregation.

 3.  How were the SNCC and the SCLC similar?
  Both were founded in part by Fannie Lou.
  Both provided free education to children.
  Both used nonviolent means to end segregation.
  Both were started to help sharecroppers.

 4.  Based on information in the passage, Fannie Lou 
was someone who  .
  had many opportunities
  was afraid of change
  did not give up easily
  disliked people in power

STRATEGY PRACTICE   Based on what you know about voting, why do you think Fannie Lou thought it was 
important to register African Americans to vote?
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